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A Message from the Chair
In the past 7 days, I have participated in three protest marches, one in
Greenville and two in Greenwood. As a middle-aged white male, it is
impossible for me to understand what it is like to experience the discrimination
faced by minorities in this country - discrimination received in the services
provided, jobs and wages offered, education opportunities granted, and
especially in the justice enacted by a system that has been given overwhelming
power and discretion. 

While I cannot KNOW this experience, I can HEAR and LISTEN to the cries of
our fellow citizens. The pain is genuine and I cannot understand how anyone
with a beating heart isn't moved to walk alongside the aggrieved in a show of
solidarity.

This energy absolutely cannot stop with chants, signs, and feet in the streets. It
has to carry forward to the polling booths. It must be channeled to elect those
we believe are dedicated to enacting policies which ensure that our justice
system indeed is there to protect and serve ALL Americans. I ask you to help
us in these upcoming months to register voters, learn about and question our



candidates, and hold them accountable after November 3 to enact the changes
that are far, far overdue.

 

News and Noteworthy
Primary Elections
The Primary Election is this Tuesday, June 9th. As we
published in an earlier newsletter, five polling locations
have changed for this Primary only.

The last day for Absentee Voting In-Person is Monday!
You'll have until 5 pm to do this at the Greenwood
County Voter Registration office. Otherwise, it's off to
your polling place on Tuesday to cast your vote.

Please see our website for further details on the above items as well as for
candidate information and voter safety tips. We're still in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic but you can vote safely and responsibly!

Protests for Justice and Black Lives Matter
The "Justice for George Floyd" march on Saturday made the FOX Carolina
news! Stay tuned until the end for some surprise appearances.

 

See our YouTube channel for more videos taken in the area throughout the

Citizens protest for justice in GreenwoodCitizens protest for justice in Greenwood

https://www.greenwoodcounty-sc.gov/government/departments-s-z/voter-registration
https://gwdcountydems.org/2020/05/05/key-things-to-know-about-the-june-9-primaries/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBooiEb3t0dprlYDWCBX3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjRu4XEAaic


week.

Annual Fundraising Dinner Renamed

At the most recent GWCDP Executive Meeting, it was
motioned and accepted that our annual fundraising
dinner in October will be renamed to "The Carnell-
Drummond-Mays Dinner", adding  the name of Dr.
Benjamin Mays to those of distinguished Greenwood
public servants Marion P. Carnell and John W.
Drummond.  With this renaming, we recognize the
importance of Dr. Benjamin Mays to our community's
history and the impact he has made on shaping our
nation's soul.

Loy Sartin, Curator Emeritus of the Benjamin E. Mays Museum and Historic
Site, had this to say:

"This is great news and we are appreciative of your consideration of
Dr Mays regarding the naming and event. Dr Mays and Sen.
Drummond were good friends. Drummond had glowing remarks
about Dr Mays in Nov '81 at the Mays Crossroads Dedication. Some
of his remarks are in the Foreword to Dr Mays' autobiography, Born
to Rebel, written by Dr Vernon Burton."

We will soon be kicking off the planning committee for this dinner and will
introduce you to our new Committee Chair in the next newsletter. If you wish to
participate in helping put on the largest Democratic event in Greenwood, let us
know!

Candidates Update
US Congressional Candidates, Mark D. Welch and Hosea Cleveland both
spoke at the recent SCDP Virtual Convention. If you've not yet made a
selection for the June 9 Primary, you can hear their words on the SCDP
Facebook Page where the the video has been saved. You don't have to watch
the full 2 hours (although we think it's worthwhile!) as you can find the
candidates' remarks at

Mark D Welch: 0:45:03

http://www.mayshousemuseum.org/menus/benjamin-e-mays-history.html
https://gwdcountydems.org/carnell-drummond/
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Rebel-Autobiography-Brown-Thrasher/dp/0820325236/
https://www.markdwelch.com/
http://voteclevelandforcongress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=266601957734940&ref=watch_permalink


Hosea Cleveland: 1:04:26

While you're at it, we also highly recommend seeing our future US
Senator Jaime Harrison speak starting at the 0:13:44 mark. He gave a
statement for the ages.

Senator Floyd Nicholson offered an inspirational & heartfelt
message to our recent graduates. Click the image on the right
to see his full statement.
 

Finally, House District 13 candidate, Denise Waldrep,
will soon be announcing her fundraising event: "Waldrep
Art Works: Picturing Leadership for a Brighter Future"
where she will demonstrate political caricaturing of some
of our favorite (or not-so-favorite) political leaders.

 

Good to Know
1,000 Postcards in June
Our goal in June is to increase
membership of the Greenwood County
Democratic Party. We want to be
positioned in July to support our
Candidates and increase voter turnout.
But to do that, we need expand our base
and draw in more volunteers.

We are close to having 1000 postcards
labeled and stamped! Click on the image to the right to see it in more detail.

In an effort to be more efficient, we're targeting likely Democratic voters in
Greenwood who are not receiving our e-mail messages. We also made a
concerted effort to ensure a good percentage of younger voters are part of this
distribution.

https://jaimeharrison.com/
https://gwdcountydems.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/FloydAd.png
https://www.facebook.com/floydnicholsonSC/
https://www.denisewaldrep.com/
https://gwdcountydems.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Postcard.png
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2ahcDv_VCSLQvU3XfTfVKxGdUrRgTG9ECIeKV2AxRREiiXw/viewform


Please let us know if you would like to participate in helping mail these and
future items! If we can't go door-to-door, we'll spread our message in every
other way possible.

Hearing Your Voices
Ms. Aza Games submitted an opinion piece, "Unable to Sleep", which we've
published on our web site. She wrote it in the middle of the night and you can
feel the raw emotions that many of us have also experienced in the past few
weeks.

We encourage you to share your voice with us as well. Let us know (by replying
to this newsletter) if you have an idea for an essay or article you would like to
share with our fellow members.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday, June 9: South Carolina State Primaries
Exercise your American right to vote!

Saturday, June 13, 9 am: GWCDP Virtual Breakfast Meeting
Log in and join the fun as we hold our first ever Virtual Breakfast Meeting. Grab
a coffee & donut, pull up a chair, and participate in our Facebook Live stream
as we catch you up on

the latest news coming from the SCDP's first ever online Convention
the results from the June 9 Primary
the candidates we're supporting in November
(maybe even hearing from one or two of them)
and other GWCDP news and events

Follow us on Facebook for more information as we take this meeting live and
online!

https://gwdcountydems.org/2020/06/03/opinion-unable-to-sleep/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenwoodDemocraticParty/
https://www.facebook.com/events/537217430290495/


Stay Connected
Past editions of this newsletter are available on our web site. We also have an
active and growing social media presence to help you stay informed:

            

Sorry - no TikTok (yet).

There's also a few affiliated accounts that engage in Political discourse:

Greenwood County Liberals:   

Greenwood County Democrats: 

We welcome you to join the conversation!
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