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Message from the Chair
Last Sunday, I had the great privilege to speak at the Bailey Bethel AME
Church at the invitation of our Executive Committeeman David Gaskin and
Rev. Quincy Baylor.

I was allowed a few minutes to
share some facts about the
upcoming election in November,
voter registration, the voting
process, and the history of voting
rights in our country. The story of
the Freedom Summer murders in
1964 especially moves me. Three
young men were traveling through
Mississippi as activists helping to
register African-Americans to vote. They were abducted and murdered by local
law enforcement for doing the very thing I was doing that Sunday morning at
Bailey Bethel. 

I can't imagine the bravery those men and countless others exhibited back in
the 60's, fighting merely to exercise the fundamental right to vote as granted by
the Constitution. That point is underscored by the loss of two civil rights
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icons last week. Congressman John Lewis and Rev. C.T. Vivian were only
young men themselves as they marched side-by-side with Martin Luther King Jr
towards a foe that outnumbered and out-armed them.

In those days, there was a clear goal and a very determined opposition willing
to resort to violence to prevent that goal from being reached. But today, our
opponent is apathy and it's doing just as good of a job keeping people from the
polls.

In the 2016 Presidential Election, 1 out of 3 registered voters did not vote. And
it's estimated that 30% of US citizens who are eligible to vote never even
registered. Put those two numbers together and you find that just under half of
eligible Americans actually voted in November, 2016. And we wonder why
we're in the mess we're in today! Let's honor the memory of those that have
sacrificed, some with their lives, for our right to vote by making sure we all take
advantage of that opportunity on November 3, 2020. Let's go above and
beyond by bringing our family, friends, and neighbors with us. In numbers, there
is nothing we cannot accomplish.

 

Candidate Updates
SC House 13 Candidate, Denise Waldrep, hit a home run in her last Sketch-
along fundraiser, pulling in US Senate Candidate, Jaime Harrison, as a guest
"target". Denise also announced that in the last quarter, she out-raised her
opponent not only in total dollars, but also by the sheer number of donors who
contributed. That's great news, reflective of a campaign for someone who truly
will WORK for the people of Greenwood County!

Denise also has T-shirts available for a donation of only $15. This is a great
way to support the Waldrep Works campaign not only financially but also by
spreading awareness as you proudly wear the shirt when out and about!

Please e-mail her at waldrepworks@gmail.com to request one today!
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Our US Congressional Candidate, Hosea
Cleveland, has rolled out an updated website: 

https://www.clevelandforco
ngress.com/

You can also follow his
campaign on:

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram

Hosea will be a guest on "Let's Talk with Michael Gaskin" this Sunday, July 26,
at 1 pm on Rejoice 1090 AM. If you are not able to catch it on the radio, you
can listen live online here.

Finally, Jaime Harrison significantly outraised Lindsey
Graham last quarter, $13.9 million to $7.4 million. While
this certainly is reflective of South Carolina's desire for
change, dollars are not the same as votes! We cannot
take Jaime's momentum for granted. 

In Denise's fundraiser two weeks ago, Jaime shared with
us that he needs our assistance in spreading the message, registering new
voters, and getting people motivated to go to the polls in November. Please see
below about how you can get involved with Jaime's coordinated campaign.

GWCDP News
July Virtual Breakfast Meeting

If you were not able to attend the Virtual Breakfast Meeting last Saturday on
Facebook Live, you can easily catch up with the recordings on our YouTube
Channel! We broke the meeting down into bite-sized chunks for easier
digesting:

Introduction
Erniko Brown - the SCDP Organizer for Greenwood County
SC-4 Senate Candidate Jose Villa interviewed by Michael Gaskin
SC-13 House Candidate Denise Waldrep interviewed by LeShae Morton
Jitwan Floyd, Chair of the Young Democrats of Greenwood
Wanda Moore updated us on the Faith for Black Lives march
Matthew Miller shared his perspective on mandatory mask mandates
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April Tumminelli updated us on the Carnell-Drummond-Mays Dinner
planning
Bill Kimler closed with various updates about the GWCDP

We look forward to seeing you at our next Virtual Breakfast Meeting!

100 Days - Day of Action

This Sunday will be 100 days until the November Election!  The South Carolina
Democratic Party is seeking 1500 volunteers to make phone calls and send
texts on behalf of our Democratic candidates. 
These activities are virtual and can be done from
the comfort of your home. Training will be
provided for first-timers!

Please sign up for one or both below:
 

Phonebanking: https://scdp.org/100dayscalling
Texting: https://scdp.org/100daystexting

If you've been waiting for the right moment to get involved, this is a perfect time
to join the volunteers across the state in supporting our Democratic candidates!

Coordinated Campaign in Greenwood

We are blessed to have a dedicated staff member from
the State Party (SCDP) working with us here in
Greenwood. Erniko Brown is bringing to us opportunities
to participate in spreading the word about our
Candidates up and down the ballot!

Above and beyond the 100 Days event, there are
weekly, scheduled activities that you can participate in from your home.

Virtual textbanking on Mondays and Thursdays: 
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/

Virtual phonebanking
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/287270/

There's also a private Facebook page dedicated to our Upstate counties:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scdpupstate
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You can reach Erniko Brown directly at (864) 321-5150 or at erniko@scdp.org.

Voting Rights
Minor Victories for Absentee Voting

In the June primary, the right to vote Absentee was extended to all registered
voters in South Carolina. However, this was limited by the Courts to the Primary
only and is currently not the case for November. However, the Legislators in
Columbia are to take up that subject in September and hopefully they will act to
ensure safe voting options for all.

But now a piece of good news: Earlier this month,
the state Election Commission agreed that for
November, return postage for all mailed absentee ballots
in South Carolina's 2020 general election will be
prepaid. This decision came as a result of the SCDP
Voter Protection Unit petitioning in federal court earlier
this year.

The SCDP will continue to push to extend the right for Absentee Balloting for all
in November!

Warning Bells for November

Speaking of the State Election Commission, Marci Andino, the chief of the
commission, is sounding alarm bells asking for changes to be made to the
process in order to conduct the election efficiently and fairly in November. We're
in agreement with the recommendations that Commissioner Andino have made
to the State Legislation and hope they will act on those recommendations!

People with Felony Records CAN Vote in South Carolina

Know your rights! The SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center provides important
information to those who have served their time.
 
"Many people believe their criminal record means they have permanently lost
their right to vote. While that may be true for some people in certain states, it
is not true for people living in South Carolina. In South Carolina, voting rights
are automatically restored once a person is released from incarceration and
completed probation or parole. All a person has to do is re-register to vote."

You can learn more by clicking on the SC Appleseed logo below.
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News & Noteworthy
Did you catch the powerful opinion piece that our friend,
and former SC-3 Congressional Candidate, Mary Geren
wrote in the Greenville News recently? If not, click on the
opinion link below and know that Mary's voice still
resonates here in Upstate SC.

"Opinion: SC 'good ol' boys' can't erase female, minority
Democratic candidates"
 

Right here in Greenwood, Barbara Jackson also lent
her voice of wisdom to the Opinion Page of the Index-
Journal. 

Read her words in the Guest Column she wrote:
"Thoughts on our common destiny"
 

Finally, keep an eye on the developing story about Governor Henry McMaster
and his ill-advised decision to take a majority portion of federal education relief
funds and use it for tuition grants to private and religious schools in SC. This
plan has been blocked by a SC County Circuit Judge pending a review of
claims that it runs afoul of the State Constitution.

SC judge temporarily blocks Gov. McMaster's decision to fund private school
vouchers

Upcoming Events
 

See our Calendar Page for these and other upcoming events.

Sunday Jul 26, 9:30 am
Pine Grove AME Church, Greenwood
GWCDP Chair, Bill Kimler, will be speaking about Voting Rights at the Pine
Grove AME Church at the beginning of their outdoor service.
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Sunday Jul 26, 12 pm - ?
100 Days Out! Day of Action
Sign up to text- or phone-bank at any time Sunday afternoon. See above for
links to either activity that you can do from the comfort of your home.

Sunday Jul 26, 1 pm
Rejoice 1090 AM
Congressional Candidate Hosea Cleveland will be interviewed by our 1st Vice
Chair, Michael Gaskin. Tune in!

Wed Jul 29, 10 am - 4 pm
Free COVID-19 Mobile Testing Clinic
Morris Chapel Family Life Center
530 Baptist Street, Greenwood, SC 29646

There is no charge and no appointment needed. But get there early and give
yourself plenty of time as these events often draw a lot of people and wait time
can be over an hour. Residents will be contacted within 48-72 hours with the
results of their test. If you're under 18 years of age, please bring your parent or
legal guardian with you.

Thursday Jul 30, 6 pm
GWCDP Zoom Social Hour
This week, we'll watch the beginning portion of the
critically acclaimed movie, "Just Mercy" and follow it up
with a short group discussion.

Sign up here to receive an invitation with the Zoom link.

Saturday, Aug 8, 9 am
GWCDP Virtual Breakfast meeting.
Visit us on Facebook Live for the 2nd Virtual
Breakfast meeting. Bring your own coffee &
donuts!

Forward this e-mail to a friend or family member!
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